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ABOUT THIS BOOK
| begin by acknowledging the Dunghutti people, the Traditional Custodians
of the land on which our chuit is located. | pay my respects to Eldensd
peoplespast, present and emergingnd extend that respect to all Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples

Expressions of Interest were sought from the ParishionerdlbfSaints

Catholic Churchinalyn n v G2 F2N¥Y | [/ 2YYAGGSS (2
celebrate the All Saints Catholic Church building tungp 100 years in July
HAHH®E

On the 23 February 2022, a group of 12 people (nine at the meeting and
three apologies) met and commenced discussingas.

One idea, which the committee unanimously agreed upon was to ask the
parishioners to send in their emories so these could be put into a book.

We decided upon creating an A4 sheet in Portrsite which was designed by

WdzR& . NI R& ¢ A UaKouriieMn®mogy andiKEat | fike @ostTabout

2dzNJ ' £t {FAydGa /1 0K2ftA0O [/ KdzZNOK AaxXdg )
church drawn by her sonh@un.

The idea then was to print out these sheets and place them in the church for
people to take and frehand write, print, draw or just put photos about their
memories.

The memories started to trickle in and by the eotf date we had received an
overwhelming response of parishionsfimemories, from young people to the

elderly, covering the Sacraments reged and words of belonging, all giving

their account of a glimpse of the@Sy G a GKI 0 KI 0% KOKLAENIOKS |
over the last 100 years.

It I NAAKAZ2YSNI adzvya -delJi&KBSE & 2 @15>w LIND R &N
FNASYRAKALXE @

al @ 2dzNJ OK dzNI KisK 26 ' AMfCE / {KI-dANJOIK& Y SivedJa S e ¢ =
with such life givingexperiences and memories for the generations to come.

Kevin Lewthwaite (Chairperson of the Centenary Committee),
Compiler of the Memories Bookwo volumes)
17 July 2022
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This book cou not be created without the input of the many parishioners of
All Saints Catholic Church Kempsey. These parishioners have given their
permission for the use of their Memories (in words and photographs)
included in the Volumes dhis book.

The CentenaryEY YA GG SS SELINB&aa 2dz2NJ aAyOSNB (K

It would be remiss of our committee to not mention Fr James Foster, who has
put in so much behind the scenes works in sourcing, promoting and making
happen OUR CENTENARY OF ALL SAINTS CATHOCK. CHUR

Thanks also to the Parish Office, especially Debra Henry and Therese Tedd for
their assistance in collecting, photocopying, taking and making phone calls
and offering of any assistance necessary to help with producing this book.

To the Centenary Comnée, A huge thanks for everything, from your ideas

/!'

to your efforts in getting this Celebration to being, Thank You
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Back: Father James Foster (P.P), Kevin Lewthwaite (Chairperson), Jan Clarke,
Judy Brady (Secretary)

Front: Peter Scott, Joan Clarke, Karéaley, Magaret Haydon.
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This freehand sketchbf the front of All Saints Catholic Church Kempsdyawn by $iaun
Brady, was used by the Centenary Committee for tid#ly Favourite Memories Proforma
throughout the Memories Véumes.

Heis the son of Judy anichael Brady

Shawy ¢l a SRdzOFGSR FdG {4 W2aSLIKQa t NAYIFNE { OK:
years, $aun was also an Altar Servef our church



CENTENARY POEM Written By GUS CLIARKE2022

THE CENTENARY

My thoughts go back one hundred years
To nineteen twenty  -two,

To the opening of Kempsey Catholic Church,
Everything was finished, everything was new.
It was a great occasion on that opening day,
The people had a new church to meet the Lord,

A place where t hey could pray.

There were lots of horse 0 rsulkies
Heading into town,
Those sulkies were fairly eating up the miles ,
As the wheels were spinning dgound.
The people were smiling and waving to each other ,
on that Sunday morn,
Passing herds of milking cows
And fields of waving corn.

The people they came crowding in to the church
Looking for a seat,
They left their horse & salkies, and T -model Fords
All parked out in the street.
The church was consecrated, everything was done,
The opening Mass was celebrated
By Bishop Carroll and Reverend Father Gunn.

The women with their hats on,
All the men in suits,
All the boys looked spick and span,
Right down to their boots.
The people were so proud
|l tés a day they wonodét forget,
They celebrated all day long ,
Until the sun was set.

For the next hundred years,
could anyone countthe Masses that were said,
The babies that were baptized,

The couples that were wed.

The church has seen a lot of priests
Since nineteen twenty  -two,

Father Morris,  Father McEvoy, Father Mills and Father Daley,
Just to name a few.



Every now and then, a new priest would arrive,
Thank God for those priests who came from Ireland,
To keep the faith alive.
We canoé6t do without our priests
When all is said and done,
We need the Mass and Sacraments
Just like we need the sun.

We would see the people lined up for
Confession, in the olden days,
We ha d Exposition, Benediction
A kind of prayer and praise.
Those old Confession boxes, couldndét they tell

some st
But t hey I thay&eep theiadecret s well.

Th ose Mission priests, how many souls did they save :
when they gave those fiery sermons on the burning fires of hell?
When we heard those sermons,
it left us with a kind of holy fear,

When we sang Faith of Our Fathers,
we sang it loud and clear.

The Mission priests when preaching, sometimes,
Would take a little break,
And tell us a joke or two,
Just to make sure we were all awake.
Whether the priests were preaching or telling jokes,
They really did it well,

|l 611 give you a I|little sampl e
Of the jo kes they used to tell.

JOKE
A man fell over a cliff and o n the way down he reache soutandgrab sa
small branch of a tree. Here he is swinginginmid -air yelling out AS
me Loraddhte hears this voice say, Al 6l save )
what I say. 06 Themanyellsback ,fil 61 | do anything you say L
Lord said, AThe firdto tdhing sl lwantgoyod t hat

Sometimes | sit and wonder, w here all the years have gone,
from the present
right back to the dayiseandputhekettlest i rred t he
The men inthe Holy Name Society,
they knew what to do.
And The girls had the Children of Mary,
With their sassy  cloaks of blue.



This old church has seen it all :
As we have travelled through the years,
The times when we were hap  py,
The times when there were tears.
If this old church had eyes
They 6 dbe sad, and shedding tears
For th e disappearing faces
That 6s been happening in these | ater

So, some outside priests are coming to celebrate
along with Bishop Greg.
Andt h e r ea®tery going round that when the Mass is over,
The Committee  might just put  on a keg.
Don6t get too excited, it might be ju
If t h er mo@lsohol allowed, |suppose that will be fine,
But| recalla wedding feast at Cana,
When Mary said to Je  sus, that They just ran out of wine

This old church looks as good now
As it did back in the past,
Like the foundations of our Faith,
This church  was built to last .

Now Father James is Parish Priest

His smiling warmth has us won ,

Andt h e r enbws a hundred years between him
And the Reverend Father Gunn.

The Lord said, 6l wondt | eave you or
he wondédt | eave us in the |l urch.
So thatés why we cel ebrate
The centenary of Kempseyods Al I Saints C

Gus Clarke wrote this poem especiallyforourchur chés 100 year Cen
Celebration.

10



THE OPENING and DEDICATION 100 Years Ago

This imageof the Macleay Argus is of the originaewspaperl00 Year®ld
which shows thepublisheddate of the story, Tuesday 11 July 1922.

The story is of the Opening ahDedication of the new Catholic Church
Building on Sunday'@July 1922 by Bishop CarrpBishop of Lismore also
LINBaAaSyld ¢la . AaK2L) hQ/ 2yy2NE . AadK2LJ
Bishop of Bathurst along with Father Coady (Taree), Father Gunn arteeFat
CINNBftte ovySvyLiasSeov yR fIF0SNIAYy (K¢
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MACLEAY ARGUS ST@ORM¥sday, 18July 1922
Macleay Argus - Tuesday, 18™ July 1922
NEW CATHOLIC CHURCH

Blessing and Dedication

NEW CATHOLIC CHURCH.

BLESSING AND DEDICATION.
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Macleay Argus - Tuesday July 11, 1922
New Catholic Church

Opening & Dedication
By the Bishep of Lismora
Sarmon by Bishop of Bathurst Appeal by Bishop of Armidala

Sunday last was an Impartant day in the history of the Roman Catholle Church on the Macleay
River for it was the occasion of blessing and dedication of the New Church which has been eracted
In Kempseay.

The Church which occupies a prominent pegition, 15 8 handsome additlon to the ecclesiastical
architecture of Kempsey and marks the first stage In the building of what will, in the future,
become one of the fingst Sacred edifices on the Marth Coast.

The doy preceding the historic cocasion was mast unpromising and Saturday night offered every
prospect of Sunday helng an unpleasant and unfaveurable day, as far as weather condltlions weant.
But during the early hours af the morning the aspect of thing changed completely, and Sunday’s
dawning sun ushered In a bright winter's day and the alemeants proved as favourable as could have
been axpected for the time of the year,

The geremony of blessing and dadicating the Church was performed by the Bishop of Lismore (Dr
Carroll], and the clergy present included Dr O'Connor, the Yenerable Bishop of &rmidale, Dr
O'Farrall, Blshop of Bathurst and the Revs Fr Joseph Coady of Tares, Fr BF Gunn of Kempsey & Fr
Farrelly of Kermpsay, Fr O'Regan of Smithtown was prasent later in the day.

Meedless Lo say, there was a tremendous assemblage present, and the cammodious Church was
speedily crowedad, ance Its doors were thrown apen,

St he conclusion of the ceremony of Blessing and Dedlcatlan, the Bishop of Lismore, addressing
the congregation, sald the uppermast feeling in thelr hearts that day was one of deep gratitude to
God for His great Mercy in @nabling them to build this Church te His Henour and to His pralse
under the kitle of All Salnts. He offered a most cordial welcome to the Bishops of Armidale and
Bathurst, and he thankad thermn for coming such long distances to help them in the blessing of thelr
new Church, Dr G'Cannor ¢arme from Armidale laden with the weight of moere than 70 yrs, but stlll
anlmated with health and buoyancy. Whean Dr G'Connor addressed them, they would find the
secret of the phenomenal success that had atténded his wark. During Mass It weuld be their
pleasure to hear the new Blshop of Bathurst {Or O'Farrell) and they would then realise what a
blessing It was to the whole Chureh of Australla that Dr O'Farrell had been raised to the Blshoprie.

Cantlnulng, Dt Carroli sincerely cangratulated Fr Gunn and his worthy assistant, Fr Farrelly and the
paople of Kempsey and the district an the great achievement they had accomplished in
cormpleting, as far as they deslred it to be completed at present, a new Church. Me would like to
remind thern that beautiful thowgh the gift might be that they would that day offer to God, it would
never have its perfect beauty untl| It was free from debt. He hoped they would do a great deal that
day to remove that debt. There was one name which deserved special mention that day, and that
was the name of Monslgnor MoGuire, an ald Maclaaylte himself who In this work had been a tower
of strength to them all. He wished to thank the architect Mr Austin Mackay, the Ccontractors Messrs
Taylor Bros and, in a vary speclal manner the men who had woerked on this job, In congratulating
Fr Gunn, Father Farrelly, the guarantars, the architect, and the contractars he would |lke to put
atmest in the highest placa the men whose toll and sweat had contributed to the building of the
church. This Church had been built with the motive of giving to God what belonged to God, honaur
and praisa and thanks, and It had been built also for the love of thelr neighbour, and so it wauld
be a symbol as lang as It fasted of the honour they owed to God and the love that they owed to
thelr nelghbour. :

Fr Gunn then read the financial statement. The receipts from the beginning of the undertaking
weare! From the Bloomer Estate, through the Blshop of Lismore £500; from the MeGee Rstate
£1309.6.6; from Bazaars, etc £600. Those wae the amounts In hand at the laying of the
foundaticn-stane. The appeal at the foundation-stone laying resulted In £B02 in cash and since
that time promises had been paid amounting to £284 5.6, They had £400 at Interest In the
Government Savlngs Bank, which had been transferred to the new Church account and with
interast amaunted to £482.14.1, From the last Bazaar they recelved £450 and from a speclal at
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Aldavilla £11/10/-. Thls gave a total of £4421.4, 10, The expenditure to the contractor to date was
£5950, Clerk of Works £227, Archltect £224.5.6, Kempsey Electric Light Co. Ltd, £50, fraight on
seats £37. They had yet several items to pay, viz., seats in the Church £279.10.-, balance to the
contractor as far as they could estimate £575, to Architect £16B, painting the altar and
approximate extras to building £112, furntture of the altar, Including linaleum and matting and
candlasticks £78, There were further approximate expanses yet to be adjusted In connection with
the alectric llght, ate., probably amounting to £60. They owed the bank at present £2214.8.6 and
the amounts to pay further were £1434, glving a deblt of £3648.

Dr OCannar, Blshop of Armidale, sald that the Blshop of Lismore had told them he had some
sacret he was going ta reveal. He had no secret and If he had he would not tell the Blshop,
Proceeding; he seid they had ralsed, with the assistance of thelr good architect and bullder, what
was & very delightful hall yasterday, But they did not erect It for a hall, It was thelr Intentlon to
erect it as 8 temple to the Living God, wheie His Sacred Heart would repose In the midst of them
and where from the tabernacle the Voice would constantly go aut to every member of the
congragation as to when He sald, *Come to me all you that fabour and are heavily burdened and I
shall refresh you.” That was a very excellent motive and was thelr intentlon when they erected that
beautiful building. 1t was their intention it should be dedicated and consacrated ta the Living Gad
and to Mis Service, to His honour and to His Glary and hence their Bishop had come that morning
to dedicate it an their behalf. Therefere, whilst it was a hall yesterday it was now no longer a hell
but was now a thing sacred, dedicated and consecrated to the Living God, in which God Himself
would reslde and where He would Bless thase who had come to Him. He congratulated them on
thls glorleus and beautlful Church, There was no doubt that much praise for the beauty of this
Church should be given to these who had dasignad It and brought It ta completion, but he thought
a great deal more shauld be given to the individual who collact the monay, Without money they
could not have erected It unless some wealthy resident of the Macleay had given them £5000 or
EBOOD towards |t It was a very good thing they did not have such a person. Me never liked to ses
oneg of thelr Catholle people standing forth and glving o much kg the erectlon of 3 Church; that
was a respanslbiilty which should be shoutdered by every man, woman, and child In the
community. He congratulated them on their two young priests wha had worked with 5o much
energy, 52 much zeal and such marvellous success for the last 18 months towards the erection of
this beautiful butlding, For 456 yrs he had heard of the generosity of the Macleay people and he falt
that they weuld do their duty and shift the responsibliity from the shoulders of those who had
carried it, and that especially they would shift the responsibllity fram the shoulders of Father
Gunn. In the course of furthar ramarks, Blshop O Connar meantlonad that he was visking Kempsey
after an absence of 35 yrs. He was there 35 yrs ago on a mattar of duty for his Blshop and they
actually escaped having him as their Pastor 45 yrs ago. He was parlsh priest of Kampsey for three
days then, but he never came to the place. Circumstances changed and he had to stay awa. The
Blshep concluded with an appeal.

Father Gunn then read a lengthy list of amounts already pramised, aftar which many mare sums
were thanked In and announced.

At the close of the appesl the Bishop of Lismore thanked those whao had contributed anything at all
to the bullding gf the Mew Chierrch.

Father Gunn announced that on a rough astimate in addition to the nameas he previously read out
they had further amounts totalling £660. There was vary closa to £1000 when the two lists were
competed,

The celebratlon of High Mass followed and there was some excellent singing by the chair, The
music belng beautlfully rendered, The Mass of 5t John the Baptist was sung, Sister Awuin
conducting the chair. Mrs McElhone played a violin selo, Intermezzo from 'Cavalieri Rusticana’
{Mascagnl) at the offertory, Miss Trixie Managhan presided at the organ and Mrs McElhone, Mrs @
Gralnger and Mrs M Brosnan played viollns,

SERMON BY BISHOP OF BATHURST
THE INFLUENCE OF THE PARISH CHURCH

The sermon was preached by the Bishop of Bathurst {Dr O'Farrell). He sald that there was ne
ornament which would appeal to God In His Church as would 8 devout and crowded congregation,
and he was sure the people of the parish would contlnus to remember that thelr graatest offering
to God was not so muech the material Church itself as the devout use they wauld make of [t



He would like to offer a faw wards on the meaning and Influgnce of the Parish Church In tha [lvas
of the people in the parish. There were no buildings erected by the hands of men that had such an
Influence over the llves of the people as tler Parish Church. The Parish Church was the centre of

. religlous Influance In avery Parish. It stood first of all for the Worship of God, Whilsk It was true
that Almighty God did not need templas of this kind for us to Worshlp Him in, It was agually true
that constituted as we ware it was, we who wantad them maore than God, We reguired houses that
were temples of Woership; in fact, we could not get on without them, We warg formed of body and
soul, of material and splritual elements and, whilst religion was entirely spiritual, still it was true
we were Intimately and necessarlly connected with the material elements about us, Our seuls were
influenced immensely by the material alament around us - aur own body, the world araund us and
every material element around us. We were so constituted that we could nat ferm in our minds
any splritual act apait from some material image. We could nat even have 8 thought in our minds
without bringlng to gur minds semething visible, something material. Almighty God had fashianed
us In this was and when He wished to give His greatest blessing, namely, His Diving Son, for the
redemption of man, He sent Him herg on this earth and the Son of Man became a visible fact that
man could see and so man's sansas grasped what they coufd never otherwlse have understood -
the goedness of Almighty Ged in sending His Son to redeem them. Anather reascn we could not do
without these materlal temples of God was because Man was constltuted as g scclal belng, In fack,
man never came ko anything great except in assoclation with gthers, All the greatest
developments of man came from thelr assoclatlon with others, Therefore, God made His Church a
soriety whare mean weara to join with one ancther In social life, and He founded Hls Church as the
muost perfact sociaty and made that Church vislble for all men. No Soclety was so perfect as the
Church of God and there was ne sound saciety, no hormal society that was not based an God
Himself and on His teaching, S0 neceszary was if for men to have houses like thege Temples of
Worship to Almighty God, that is mean did not assemble together In them, animated by a camman
faith and 8 common religious purpose, they weuld weaken and lose thealr faith.

There were no impressions made on the lives of mean like those thay recalved in their Parish
Church. Their Parish Churches were centres of piety, of religious influance of the strengthaning of
faith, In the Parish Church their little children would be brought to baptism, the child would be
fraed from orlginal sin and receive grace and falth In Bagtism. The little one would be later
confirmed in grace and faith by the sacrament of conflrmation. At the altar the little chlld would
come to make its first confassion and receive for the first time into its childish, innocent beart the
Sacred Meart of Jesus. Laker, when the child grew up and sin affected it, and it falt the nesd for
rellef fram a guilty conzclence, It wouid come to the Parish Church and in the sacrament would
recelve farglveness, Here In the Parish Church the youth and maid weould pledge each other fidelity
in marrlage. He spake, of course, of Christian marriages, not © mixed marriages that had a taint of
herasy ahout them. He, spoke of Cathollc marrlages, celebrated as they should be in the Catholic
Church and with the Nuptial Mass and the soternn blessing man and wife, Whean struck down b'y'
serlous iliness It was to the Parish Church they would look, and friends would send for the prigst,
and he would take the Blessed Sacrament and bring Qur Lard o them as a benediction to
strengthen and console them.

Even in death the Cathollc Church would have a glaim on them, and they would have a claim on it
far their names would be mentioned at thea aitar of God and Mass would be celebrated for them
and the prayers of the people would be asked for the repose of their souls.

Here in the Parish Chureh would ba praached to them the trukh as Christ Himself preached it, It
was only in The Catholic Church they could faal sure they had the pure message of the Gospel
given to

them with the authority of God Himself, Thatr Lard reminded them that the truth should make
them free. They had outside the Roman Catholic Church people railing and talklng and censurkng
the Catholic Church because it would not tolerate licence, because it did not give freedom to man,
because it restricted men’s minds, because it retarded the progress of human knowledge and a
thousand other objections, and yet what was the truth? The truth was that the Cathollc Church
was 8 Temple of human truth, where alone the truth was preached and there aione was human
liberty racognised.

The Catholle Church lald down broad & deep the faundations of human liberty and no Institution
that ever existed on earth had done so much for human liberty as the Catholic Church. She had
done It because she alone recognised the dignity and the grandsur of the soul of man; that God
had formmad them In How own Image and had given to each one & free and Immeortal soul, and that
God had destined that soul 1o be unlted o Him and sanctified by His grace through His Chureh,
That soul was free and had a right to protest agalnst every human tyranny. Na doubt tha soul of
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man must be subject, as Our Lord Himself was, to the laws of the state, but Our Lord reminded us
to glve to Caesar the things that were Caesars’ and to God the things that were God's, Every
human soul had a right ta protest apalnst evary tyranny that wauld vlalate its conscience, that
would violate the law implanted in it by Ged Himself,

When men taught that there was no God, and that the human soul was not immortal, then that
doctrine would lead ta tyranny; it would lead to the principle of might being right, which would
make of men tyrants and slaves, and wherever In this earth there was slavery thara tha splrit of
Christ, was not recognised,

Men spoke much to-day of the doctrine of the brotherhood of man. Men spoke of It wha dld not
know the meaning of the ward for in the Catholle Church alone was the true brotharhood of man
preached and practised, This agaln was founded on the dlanity of man’s soul, the foundation of our
unity with Almlighty Gadl, If there was more of the splelt and teachlng of Christ amonygst the
natlons to-day the wartd waould not be a seething mass of bitter hatred and tears and sin. The only
true leaven that would change that was the teaching of Christ’s Church.

The Sacrament was the outward and visible slgn of an Invisible grace and so every Parlsh Church
was the gutward slan of tha grace of Gad glvan to the paople to have a great love for the House of
God. In concluding, he reminded them that would net be absolutely Sod's Own House until avery
penny of debt was cleared from it. This House of Ged had stiil a worldly lien of debt on it, and, as
lang as the world had a claim on it and there was a lien of dabt on it, they coutd not say, "This my
Parish Church is absolutely the House of God.” He said that merely to hurery them In their
generosity so that In a short fime they would be able to hand down to thelr chlldren this Housa of
God free of debt. It was a glorlous testimaony of the falth of thelr Australian people that there were
so many of these bufldings going up. Their own Bishop was engaged cpening a Church every other
Sunday &nd tee works of practical piety were the expression of their people’s faith, thelr love of
God and their expression of the unity that existed between thelr clergy and thelr people, He
prayed to God they would use well this beautiful Church they had erected ta the glory of God, and
would remember that its best arnament was a crowded congregation at Mass, frequent
communlcants and a well organised sodallty of people In Prayer and cammunion in tha Housa of
Gad,

Father 1 Coady, of Taree, preached a sermon at devatians on Sunday night to a large
congregation.
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New Catholic Church
A DESCRITION OF THE CHURCH

The anly word which can aptly describe the New Catholic Church at West Kempsey |5 magnlificent,
The front of the bublding as sgen from the Street s very imposing, belng set off by a beautiful
stalned-glass window daplicting the Hald Trinity. The window reaches from a few feat above the
level of the gallery to within a faw feet of the peak of the rocf. It cost, including labour for
ergctlon, somewhere in the reglon of £200, The colour scheme 15 cartled out In a guist style and
the general effect when the light |s behind [t 1§ most beautlful,

Some [dea of the size of the bullding may be leaned from the fact that from the ground to the top
of the front wall I1s 50 ft and the other walls are 25 fect. The body of the main building measuras
4 feet by 40 feet and the walls are 20 inches thick. The main porch in front is 12 feet by 12feat
and is lald with terra cotta and white tiles, supplied by the Tesselated Tlle Company Sydney,
Leading to the porch and alse around the two slde porches, of simllar deslgn, Is a paved path. The
steps of the porches are of Tarrazzo marble, set off by concraete bannisters.

2n entering the main hall one realises the immensity of the structure. The roof towers above,
constructed af Gregon supperts and girders. The supports, which are beautifully designed, rest on
beautifully wrouaght stane pillars, extending 12 feet down the walls. The lining of the ceiling is of
Baltlc pine, which Is of light colour and contrasts nicely with the dark timbers of tha supports,

At the eastern end of the Chureh |5 sltuated the gallery, which is also constructed of Oragon
timbers, set off by Baltic pine, and is supported by twa huge Oregon piltars, This gallery |s capable
of seating 250 persans,

Along each side of the building at intervals are tastefully arranged stained glass windows, 15 feet
by 3 feet,

Leading frorm the main hall are four confessionals, which have Oregen stalmed doors, set with art
embossed glass,

There are two sacrlsties behind the altar, the walls of which are constructed of fibro-cement
sheeting, panelled with Qregan. Let Into the walls of the sacristies are two alcoves contalning twe
statues of the Blassad Virgln and the Sacred Heat, These are gifts of the Sodality of the Sacred
Heat and the Sadality of the Childran of Mary. |

The predella has three steps leading up to the altar,
The interior walls of the Church are palnted white with a dado of sage graen,

The ground floor is capable of seating about 800 parsons and has thrae alsles. The maln afsle s &
fest and the two side aisles 3 faet each. There is #lso an aisle acrass the Church leading o the two
side porchas.

Tha archltzctural work of the bullding was carrled ouk by Mr Austin McKay of Eldon Chambers, Fitt
St Sydney, while Mr ] G Taylor of Sormerset House, Moore St Sydney is the conteactor. The
bullding bears Its own tribute to the work of the architect and contractor,

The dutles of Clerk of Works are in the capable hands of Mr H McGrath, of Sydney, who deservas
all the pralse which could be extended to him for his great work while the building was in course of
construction.

The painting work, which is of 8 high ordar, was carried out by Mr ] Parteous of Kempsey, while
the huge job of plastering the walls was in the hands of Mr F Kelly of Kempsey.

The windows ara the work of Mr John Ashwin of Sydney, and they reflact great credit on his skill,
The main bdilding is lghted by two rows of electric lights with white opal shades.
Mr McGrath states the building as & now stands cost £7000,
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New Catholic Church
THE BANQUET

After the ceramany and servics In the Church the visiting Blshaps, members of the clergy and the
congregation adjourned to the school hall where a sumptueus repast was in readiness.

The roem was nlcely decarated with coloured streamers and the tables, which were laden with
vartous dainties, were brightened with vases of flawears. Rev Father
Gunn

At the head of the table sat Br Carroll, Bishop of Lismore, with Dr O*Conngr, Bishop of Armidale ac
his right and Cr Q'Farrell, Bishop of Bathurst on his left. Next to Dr G‘Connor sat Mr Austin Mckay,
the architect, and Father Coady, of Taree, To the left of the Bishop of Bathurst sat the Mayar of
Kernpsey, Ald. H C Hendearson and Cr 3 A Mannlx, Presldent of the Macleay Shire, Ald, O'Meara and
Mr 3 & Taylor, the eontractor.

Owing to the number of dinars there had to be twa sittings.

Or Carroll opened the proceedings by extending a welcome to the guests, and then proposed the
flrst toast that of the Pope and King. By this toast he said they pledged their loyalty to both Pope
and King, Mr L ] Hardiman proposed the toast of the visiting Blzshaps, Drs, O'Farrell and Q'Connor,
MHe said that day had been a8 memeorable one for the whole af thosa present. It was a day for graat
rejoleling. Thelr Lordships had come a great distance to be present on this occasion. Br O'Cannor
was nat a stranger as he had stated he was here 46 yrs ago, Thoe only complaint the Doctar had
was that he had to travel over a dangerous read to reach here, Those roads were |lke Lthe poor,
they were always with you, *Laughter.” Their Lordships he knew would agree that the very
elements seemed in accord with the oceasion. Yesterday was bleak and dismal and now it was a
beautiful day. The baautlful day was God’s gift, and the Church opened that day was thelr offering
to God. It seemed to be 8 sort of union batwean heavan and earth. The Church was truly symbollc
of the brotherhood of man, All ever this world = and was a great thing from the Catholics’ point of
view = thay would always see the Cross, which was truly symbalic of the brotherhood of man.

Or Q'Conner, Bishop of Lismare, replylng to the toast, thanked Mr Hardiman on behalf of his
brother Bishap and himself for his most eloguent speech, Cr 0°Cannar sald he had just reached 74
vears of aga, but Mr Hardiman had made a mistake. He was not here 48 years ago, He was
appointed Pastar of the Macleay district 45 yrs-ago, but he did not have the pleasures of taking
charge of the parlsh. His appointment only 1asted three days when another pastor was agpolnted.
He came to the Macleay on an offickal visit In 1887 and remalned In the district for a fortnight. On
that vislt he had been greatly impressed with what he had seen an the Macleay, especially with the
rlch sell, and he cauld readily see haw the people hars bacame wealthy. He had, had a look argund
the distrlct durtng the past few days and found it considerably changed. He had notices that West
Kempsey had not progressed as ha would have imagined it waould, On Ehe contrary the progress
had taken place in Central Kempsey, but he supposed in tima YWest Kempsey wolld pregress also,
it was a great pity the three portlons were not In one, As far as he could see they would always
have three parts in the town because of the river separating the eastern portion and the flood
course the other two, Wesk and Central. In conclusian he than ked the people for the kindness
which had been extended Lo him while here and hoped the people would put forward thealr hest
afforts for the advancement of the town.

Mr P O'Nelll, in praposing the toast of the visitors, both laity and clergy, said he would couple
with this the Rev Father Coady, who was a native of this district. This district had every right to ba
proud of the members of the clergy it had preduced. He mentioned the names of Monsignor
MeGuire and Father Hanley and sald the district could well fagl proud in bringlng forth thass three
great men of the Church, *Applausa’. He was sure but for the energy and perseverance of Fathar
Gunn they weuld not have had the number of visitors they had that day. Father Gunn had put in &
great ameount of energy and work while the Chureh was belng constructed and he did not think
that any man In Australia could have done more than ke had done, and he offared him the most
hearty congratulations. He trusted the visitors while here would enjoy kthemselves.

Father Coady, in reply, sald his vislt had done him the world of good for he had seen things of a
very edIfying nature; [t was just 43 years ago since he had first seen the light in Kempsey, and he
left here with his parents when he was five months enly. He did not see Kempsey again until he



hecarne a priest. He would carry away with him nothing but pleasant memories of is visit, Mr
Q'Meill and he wera friends of very old sl.'andlng.

Reyv Fr lghn Joseph Coady

Mr Albert Simon responded an behalf of the |ay visitors and, on behalf of the Smithtown visltors,
cengratulated the people of Kempssy an thelr magnficent Church,

Dr Carroll then proposed the teast of Kempsey and the Macleay District. He had heard a lat about
loyalty and patriotism. If men were to be loyal they must begin in the district where they lived, It
was the trug sense of patrlotism to bagin in thelr cwn country. 1t was very foslish of people to
think they ware indlffarant n tler

Rev Fr O'Regan

patriotism to the Empilre, Patriotism was the gift of God and of the heart of and naturaily,
therafare, they were right when they carrled out their woks and obligations to the Empire so lang
as they considered those works and obilgations just had beneficent o Australia, He refolced that In
recent years the developmeant of Australla had been rapld, and he hoped 1t would continue. The
Church development also was keaping pace with the development of the 5tate and he hoped that
Kempsey wauld be always imbued with hlgher splritual ideas as well as the splvit of prosperlty, The
very Manner In which they claimed Monsignor McGuire and Fr Hanley did not allow of anything to
be said which would be In excess of thelr trust in them, There was angther point which shawed the
loyalty of the paople and that was that there was no dlocese that had glven 5o many nuns as the
Dlgcese of Lismore. That alone showed the character of the relinlan In the homes of the people
herg, He regarded It as a good omen to have present the Mavyor, Ald, H © Henderson, representing
the cltlzens of Kempsey, and Cr 1 A Mannix, President of the Macleay Shire Councll, representing
the cltlzens af the Macleay generally.

Tha Mayor of Kempsay Ald, Henderson, responding to the teast, said that an behaif of other
denominations he wished to congratulate his Catholic friends on the consummation of thelr ideals
in the completion of that wonderful Church, Me had folfowed with interest and pteasure the efforts
of the people and aspeclally thelr Parlsh Priest to ralse funds for the erection of that edifice, and
they had accomplished a work which was a great cred|t ka bath. In the future he was sure the
population of Kempsey would Increase, and ha thought it 2 wise action an their part to build &
iarger Church to make provislon for a much larger congregation, '

Cr ] A Mannly, President of the Macleay Shire, said the great response to the appeal for funds to
arect the Church had been a great and striking test on the question of tha prosperity of the
Macleay. He took the opportunity of cangratulating Father Gunn and Father Farrelly on the
rnagnificent building. He also wishad to congratulate the gentteman wha designed It. It was a
cradit also to the contractors and workmen. Ha desired ko extend a hearty welcome to the visiting
Blshops on behalf of the residents of the Macteay. He aspecially welcoemed Dr OFarrell, Blshop of
Bathurst, because |t was at a historical Federal Canventlon held at Bathurst that, that great price
of the Cathoflc Church, Cardinal Maran, by a |ofty speech moulded putile apinlon in favour of a
free, united and intelligent Commonwealth of Australia, Beyond a doubt they had wonderful district
and also a wonderful waterway and If they could get justlce from the central Government, it would
be alright, but they were not getting justice and were sut for a new State, "Applause’, He hoped Dr
Q'Conneor the flrst Blshop of the New State capital.

Rev Father Gunn, in proposing the teast of the Architect, Mr Mackay, sald |t was perhaps one of
the most important toasts of the day, Inasmuch as everyone that day whao had Inspected the
Church had stated it was the most beautiful and well-finished Church it had been their plaasure to
spe. Thare was no doubt It reflected great credit on the architect. Mr Mackay had drawn the plans,
and Mr 1 G Taylar, the cantractor, had expressed his ideas in bricks and mertar In 8 most faithful
mannear. The contractor had expressed In a very able manner in the finished job the deslgn and
Ideas exprassed by the architect on paper. A great deal of praise was due to the contractor and his
waorkmen for they had worked under graat difflcuitles both In weather conditions and cambating
cantinual trauble through shortage of material, Mr MacKay's and Mr Tayldrs work would always be
a pride to the residents of the Macleay, He also wished to congratulate Mr William Newten, who
represented the man.

mMr MacKay, the arch'ltect, in response said is constant connactlon durlng the procedure of the work
with Father Gunn had been of the maost pleasurable nature, He had notlced about town Father
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Gunn was regarded as a spork, but [n his oplnicn he was also a very astute business man. He owed
a lot to the hanest work of Mr T G Taylor, who had carrled oul s [deas faithfully and well, He had
not cccasion evan ongce 1o find fault with his work, Mr Taylar had been alded In bls work by the
loyalty of the man In his employ and the result of this lovalty was vary apparent In the completion
of the Chursh,

Mr ] G Tayler, responding, said when they employed Mr Mackay, In his opinion they sacured the
services of one of the most emtnent architects in Sydney He had been very much struck on the
occaslon af the laying of the foundation -stone whean his Lordship spoke so sulogistlcaliy of the
warkmen, as he had never before experienced such an honour. The men had responded to this
honour and had given avary satlsfaction In thelr wark throughout.

Dr O'Farrell then proposed the clergy of the Dlocese, When he accepted the invitatlon, he did not
expect to see anything like such a wonderful Church or §0 great and enthuslastic a congregation.
e was particularly struck by the intelligence of that same congregation, There was ancther great
thing he had discovered here and that was the unity between the clergy and the people. He did not
think that any Blshap'was blessed with better young priests than the Bishop of this Diocese. A
Bishop could not hope to carry out hils work successfully without the co-operatlon of his priests, IF
that same co-operation had not been present hare, he doubted whether that magnificent Chureh
which stood there to-day would have materialised. It had bean sald that Father Gunn was
regarded as a sport, In this direction he wished to make it clear he had nothing against any young
nriest enjoying his amusements provided he was faithful to his Church. There was ancthear thing he
could not but rmentlon and that was the link between Bathurst and Kempsey. He referred to that
well-known and much-respacted prigst who was burled In the Cemetery here, the Rev Father John
Grace Bugay. This priest who had passed away had done great work In the great bush when
traveliing was difficuit and had to be done far the most part on harseback.

Rav Father O*Regan spoke reminiscently of his early davs on the Macleay and at Lismore. He spoke
of the great progress made In this district since he came here years ago. He remembered the time
whan the Church walls at Lismore could be pushed in with the hand, they were so eaten with white
ants. On top of that there was a daflct on the Church of E1000, At that time twa priests had to do
the whole of the northern district and a very hard task it proved for them. Since Blshop Carroll had
came to the district It had advance by leaps and bounds. "Applause’. In coendusion he extendad &
hearty welcome to the vislting Blshops, '

Dr Carroli expressed special thanks to the ladles of the Church far the splendid way in which they
had provided the dinner for the visitors,, He stated he would atso like to mentien and
speclaily thank the guarantors, who were as

followe:

Mansignor McGuire, Massrs W O'Meara, Peter Reed, F E Connelly, Pat MeNally, 1 Geary, Dr
MeElhane, L 1 Hardiman, J M Brosnan, FJ O'Nelll, H A McGulre, W H Sheridan and Miss Toohey. He
sald these peopte had carried the real burden af the wark. They could do nothing without the funds
belng guarantesd by these people, :

Mr ] Geary proposed the toast of the press, and the reprasentatives of the Argus’ and 'Chronicle’
raplied.

The above articles came from the Macleay Argus editorials published
Tuesday 11 July 1922
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OUR CENENARY PRAYER CARDIULY 2022

Front of Prayer Card

w 3 L __—= = - N h
) Our Centenany Prayer o~
" Gracious God, we give thanks for the beautiful gift of

” All Saints Catholic Church Kempsey. N
. We especially give thanks for all the special people who have been, o
: are and will be part of this community.

' A place of belonging, precious to our community, '
a home and an oasis of grace where memories are made,
joy is shared and tears are shed,
and above all where love is felt and lived.
Pour out your Spirit, loving God,
upon our church in this our centenary year.
With gratitude we call to mind your blessings in the past.
¥ With confidence we commend into your hands the possibilities of tomorrow. M
And of today we pray that we may serve with the joy of the Gospel and

) be living Gospels, especially for those in need.

« Help us to discern the path of faith, hope and love we take into the future.
Through the intercession of Mary Help of Christians and all the Saints,

we make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
> A Amen. .

"
-

)
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s "~ [ e ~ »

Reverse of Prayer Card
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PAPAL BLESSINGS AWARDED TO PARISHIONERS

Lb HaAauM !'bD5 Haowuw ! Dbya.9w hC Y9at {9, Qf
AWARDED PAPAL BLESSINGS IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR EXEMPLAGYBERVICE
PARISH

COLIN AND PATRICIA HASSETSEPTEMBER 2021
THIS WAS ALSO THEIR DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

JACK CHAPMAN9 SEPTEMBER 2021
JUST ONE MONTH SHY OF TURNING 102

[ hb
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KEITH HENRMft) & PETER SCOFight) - 5 JUNE 2022
LIFELONG MATES BB THE PARISH SINCE THEIR YOUTH




MEMORIES OF BISHOP GREGQRIVIHIG

My memories of Macleay Valley Parish begin in 2017 when Fr Paul Gooley

was parish priest. Sincdhen my visits have been frequent and | have

watched Fr James Foster becomemich-loved shepherd of the parish. |

enjoy coming to Kempsey because | have always been welcomed and

treated by the community. | am also proud of the parish for its extraordinary
community spirit andcommitment to the care of those in need. The schools

of the parish are respected and students apeoud to belong to the school. |

LIN} @ OKIF G @2dz gAff O2yGAydzS (2 LINRA&LIS!
parish.

Bishop Greg

Bishop Greg Hmeming, 6" Bishop of Lismore,
Blessing and Opening the new Parish O#fi
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Bishop Greg and Father James FosterratﬂetternoonTea with the Parish
Pastoral Councjlduring a Bishops Parish Visit.



MEMORIES and ADDRESS of THOMAS KENEALLY

for the BLESSING arfaIHEDICATION OF THE LOURDES GROTTO
It is a massive honour for me to be invited to speak at this sanctuary that
meant somuch to my forebears, both Tim and Kate Keneally, who came from
North Corktod dzA f R YR 2LISNI S GKS &G2NB y296
Kenpsey, and Mick andHilda Coyle of West Kempsey. Father Foster in his
generosity for and tolerance adtrange characters has invited me here to
commemorate in particular the relationshipetween Mick Coyle, a
locomotive driver between Taree and Grafton, artide sanctuary of All
Saints.

In the school adjoining this parish church both my parents were educated,
andindeed from this hill I can see where my parents and my infant self lived
in SeaStreet, in the late years of peace and the onset of World War Two.
Throughout myearly childhood Old Mick Coyle was a presence, a-talight
historian, a Union Marwho slowed his train to let the travelling poor men of
the Depression on and Off theuspension beneath carriages, a choice engine
drivers made then to helphe travelling poor board or leave trains.

He was a St Vincent de Paul man, and when a man travelling, without anyone
knowing, on top of a goods truck was killad an instant aboard his train by a
low tunnel capstone, he dressed the dead man in a decent and brought

his wife from Sydney to attend the funeral.

We went to Sydney when my father, Tom Keneally, enlisted in the armed
forces andwas then sent to the Middle East. Before that happened | had at
four or five attended the adjoining school here fasne day, but that night
was diagnosed witldiphtheria, the frightful disease which still killed
hundreds of children a year iAustralia. With the lucky majority | survived,
and by the time | was out of hospital miather had been sent to Wauchope
by the post office.

My fellow grandchildren were in particular the Bully girls of West Kempsey,
thoughatd K+ G adl 3S t SGSNI {O200Qa FYAlLIofS
suretheBuly @ ANX aQ FIF OKSNE WwW2S .dzftes | Yy
and not aCatholic,helped Mick a great deal on that grotto. But all we kids

knew that our grandpa, MiclCoyle had created the grotto here as a homage

and a desperate pleading to the Holsamily. We see in the grotto a man

clinging to the old stalwarts of the Irishurchthe Christ Child, vulnerable

himself, and tender intercessor on our behalf, tiadonna.
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These days the Catholic Church has a broader range of people worshipping.
Thechildren of Croatians, Dutch, Italian, English, Bavarians, Chinese, Polish
backgound can be found in most Catholic churches now. But in my
childhood, before the greaemigrations following World War Two, the

people were mainly of Irish descent. THash was still suspected of disloyalty
and all manner of plotting against th&ustralan state. In 1935, the now
remote year of my birth our day, the Church wasimarily Irish and Catholics
were suspect, believe it or not, as Muslims have besay in the 90s, and

even now.

As for Mick himself, when he was born (in 1886) the Irish famimal dahe
persecutionof Catholics under the British UK penal laws was a living
memory. Ireland was &@ackward colony where Catholicsand indeed,
Presbyterians-were required topay tithes to the official state church of the
state, which was not theirs. fie Irishpeasant lived on his yearly crop of
potatoes, and it was one of the three foodstufthe family encountered
regularly, including buttermilk and oatmeal. | have seen thesults of a

famine in East Africa in the 1970s, and the way that when peoglew

hungry and then, various infections strike their bodies and finish off the
process ofdying in nine out of ten starving cases. One night in the autumn of
Mynp | &dy FHABBOGKI 0 KIR ONR&aaSR Ay
potato crop in the smdlholdings of Ireland and reduced the plants to
putrefied stalk and fruit. It is true whathe great Indian analyst, Amatya Sen,
whom | had the honour to meet once i@alcutta (yes, Calcutta and See Street
are on the one earth), says about famirgt cannever happen in a
representative democracy. Hunger, yes, malnourishmeygs, but full

blooded famine, if it manifested itself in Kempsey today, would beewery
species of current affair show by tomorrow night, and all the Commonwealth
would be crying fo government action. Not in Ireland though, for the

starving did nothave the vote and no one to appeal to. A million a half Irish
died and a million and &alf immigrated to the new world. And some of

those sent to eastern Australia asonvicts were famie protesters of various
kinds, and stealers of produce beirglipped out of the country.

The Famine was one event that cemented the Irish to the church. It was the
only place in which they were awarded dignity. But even if they went to
America andAustralia they never escaped bigotry about the Irish. That is why
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| think we shouldalways be suspicious of politicians who tell us to feel fearful
about one of anothergroup. We should not fall into line when it comes to
dislike, and hate, we should adist what is in it for the demagogue and the
politician? In any case, Mick Coylefluenced by the Famine and its lessons,
turned to the church when he felt he wasot given standing in civil society.

His youngest daughter, Betty, was struck by a car in Rivee&tand died
horrifically injured. She is buried not far from the gate of the cemetery in
West Kempsey, wheréhe Keneallys, husband and wife, are also buried.

The coroner, on the basis of the autopsy, brought down a verdict of
accidental deathand Old Mid, still a youngish father of a family, and Hilda
his wife, were strickenThey had to deal with the fact that the civil system
had not given Betty the standinghe should have had, and had bowed to the
privilege and position of the driver whailled Betty. When his natural
impulses for retribution and justice had nowhere to ruhick did what the
Famine people did and looked to the symbols of his religion felief. He
worked on that grotto as a tribute to the church and to his dead, shattered
and voiceless daughter. He found his justice where he could, knowing that
although Australia was a more benign place then Ireland, it was still not a
place where therish could expect the fullest justice they would later come
to inherit.

The grotto, built nearly aenturyago,wa2 t R aA 01 Qa gl & 2F TFA
without self-destruction. The world being what it is, even in the modern

world, there must bepeople who have come here for similar reasons, in an

attempt to have a neaintolerable weight of grief lifted fom them. Old Mick

Coyle, the engine driver thenionist, was your brother.

He died earlier than the raw medical facts seemed to justify, in Penrith,
where he andHilda had lived with their children when he was a freshly
minted driver. Heremembered the oldmountain railway, and how his
firemen one night soon afteWWorld War | had been Ben Chifley, a future
federal Treasurer and Prime Minister.

Now we all face dreadful times, bullied by a micarganism and its
variations. Therds no certainty and there isast financial stress facing many
people just when theyshould be enjoying their best years. | do hope
intensely that things improve, and caonly leave a donation with Father
Foster for the St Vincent de Paul Old Mick useddreactive member of. In
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the meantime, thank you for letting me remember mgrandfather here, and
whatever anguish we have, | remember an injunction of theeat Welsh poet
Dylan Thomas, a genius and a helpless alcoholic but somehpvophet too.

| S dzZNHSR dza (2 dz&AR QR A ¥ & &< KS dobaIS
until the chains drop from our wrists.

A picture of the Grotto approx. 1935
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Mick Coyle and his Wife Hilda

Inside the Lourdes Grottduly 2022
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Macleay Argus - 29,5,1934
The Lourdes Grotto ~ Impressive Religious Ceremony

The Kempsey Catholic Church held a crowded congregation an Sunday afternoon last on the occaslon of a
special visit by the Right Rev Dr Farrelly, Coadjutor Blshap of Lismere for the purpose of blessing the Lourdes
Grotta erected In the Church grounds. People were present from all parts of the Macleay district, and also
visiting clergy and the ceremony was @ most digniflad and impressive one.

The Grotto has been erected just within the entrance gates of the Church grounds and Is an Imposing and
artistle structure, Composed of pieces of stone set in cement, it is a true representation of a natural cave or
arctte, The inside has been hung with baskets of farn and palms, while the besldes are badecked with
staghorns and elkhorns, Within the grotto the appropriate statuary and an electric light sends a diffusad light

over the scene deplcted within,

Erh - Fev Father Morrls conducted the first pbr’tian of the service and extended @ welcame to Dr Farrelly and
; %ﬁgisiting clergy. He extended thanks to Mr & Mrs Fallon, who tad provided the statues for the Grotto, a
dorfation equal to £50. All the work had been done by voluntary labour. He explalined that the idea of erecting
the Grotto sriginated with Mr Mic Cayle, of the St Vincent de Paul Soclaty, and through his persistent
advocacy had became a fact, The wark had been taken charge of by Mr Torn McCafferty, who was greathy
assisted by Mr Coyle and Mr A Herbert, while Mr Ern Woadersan had done a lot of carting for the Job free of
charge. MrJim McElhone and other members of the 5t Vincent de Paul Society liad alse assisted and to all
who had glven of thelr time and heip he degired to extend deepest appreciation and thanks. He felt assurer
that their labour and work would be rewarded.

The Right Rev Dr Farrelly gave an Interesting address n the events which fed up to the present-day miracles
which tock place at the Grotto in Lourdes, France. They wara ng hearsay miracles, but miracles accapted anly
after the keenest and deepest research by leading medical and clerical men of the world, and the cures that
had been affected waie astounding. He said that seventy-odd yvears ago there occurred an event in Frande
which was destined to hawve far reaching censequences. In the Pyrenees Mountains there was a small town of
scarcety G000 souls, of ne importance whatever but as a military outpost, not possessed of pracious metals,
nor agricultural advantages which would make for commerslal eminence, yet It had within Its borders that
which was destined to ralse It to the highest pinnacle of fame and enable it to take ite place as one of the
outstanding cities of the world. The town of Lourdes was drawing people like a magnet and was fast becoming
as famlilarly known as Jerysalem and Bethlehem. What was the reason? On February 111, 1B5E, as the
Angefus bells were tolllng forth their message a poor peasant child was out in the fields with two companions
and while hesitati'ng to cross a stream, she heard a vaice and an turning round was astounded to see a arotto
a beautiful lady clothed in white from head to foot, and carrying in her hand a glistening rosary, and the lady
conversed with the little peasant child. The features of the child gradually underwent a miraculous change,
and thausands of peaple began to gather around to see what was taking place. On 25 February the visitation
again appeared, and.the child was told-ta scratch the earth at the mouth of the grottd, and immediately water
came forth and had been running cantinualy ever since. That was had since been responsible for miraculous
cures. The lady had revealed to the child her Identity as the “Tmmaculate Conception,” a new title under which
the Mother of Christ was ko be honourad by the Catholic Church. The peasant olrl had Immediately risen from
her lowly estate and through the edict of Pope Pius the 9t was now St Bernadette. The speaker said that
many had gone to Lourdes to scoff but had come away convinced of the powers of the Grotlo and its cures, A
priest of the Lismore Dlocese had visited Lourdes and while on the statin there met & woman who had been
miraculously cured of consumption at the Grotto. They parted, and he never expected to see her agaln, but an
entering a hospltal on the North Coast he met the Sister and the recognition was mutual, for the nurse was
the lady he had met on the statlon at Lourdes, The speaker added that, while the physical cures were
remarkahile, the spiritual cures were far more 50, He was intensely pleased to see that the people of Kempsey
had seen fit to propagate the devotion of Our Lady of Lourdes, and he felt assured that their action wolld
merit the favour of the Mather of Christ. He desires to.congratulate the donors of the statues, and all those
wher had assisted in the construction of the Grokko.,

& procession was then formed from the Church, headed by the Cross-bearer and Acolvtes, the Children of
Mary, members of the St Vincent de Paul Soclety and Hibernian Saociety, the Bishop and Clergy, followed by
the whole congregation. At the concluslon of the Blessing of the Grotto the congregation returned to the
Church arkl Benediction was given and the ceremonies concluded ‘with the singing of the well-known Aymn
*Faith of Our Fathars’ by the whole congregation,

Those ta be credited For the erection of the GROTTO are: Mr Coyle, Mr Tom McCafferty, Mr Tony Herbert, Mr
Iames McElhone, Mr Ern Wooderson Mr Brian and Mrs Catherine Falion —

The nevispaper hed credited Mr S Wooderson For his work bat [0 was Mr Ern Wooderson .. Detalls alven by Phayllls - within
Faunly hilstory of the Wooderson family.



MEMORIES and ADDRESS by MAYOR LEO HAUVILLE

Good morning, everyone. | would like acknowledge Bishop Gregory
Homeming, Bishop Geoffrey Jarret, Mr Thomas Kenneally, Sister
Cabrini, Father James Foster and all special guests and Parishioners
here today. | would also like to make mention of a special family
friend, and friend to many here, Mr Jack Chapman, who is older than
this building, with him being 102 years young. Regrettably, he is not
able to be here with us.

It is a great honour for me as Mayor of Kempsey Shire Council to be
attend. We are gatheredor this special occasion of the 100 years
anniversary of the opening and dedication of this magnificent
building, All Saints Catholic Church.

Kempsey Shire is wholly within the lands of the Dunghutti people,

the original settlers who have resided in theraa for thousands of
years. | acknowledge the Dunghutti elders past, and present, and any
other Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people with us today.

There are several things | would like to tell you about this morning.
Firstly, the Changes in Kempsesince 1922.

Then, recognition of the amazing donors who financed the
construction of the Church.

And finally, some remarkable facts about the construction of this
unique church, All Saints.

Father James Foster and the committee, organising this special
event, asked me to present this speech to parallel the then
Kempseyods Mayor speech, which occurr ec
Much of my information comes from the

Macleay Chronicles of 1922.
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100 years ago, the then Mayor of Kempsey, Alderman Helerson

said it was his pleasure to be here and represent different sections of
the Kempsey community.

Like Alderman Henderson, | too would like to convey congratulations
to the parish. He remarked on the tangible steps people took to
progress this church & a centre of the Parish. He went on to remark
that the Catholic people had taken the opportunity of very good
years to construct what would be a very handsome church. He
congratulated the people on enterprise upon the work, which they
had already shownint hi s regard towards paying o
energy of Father Gunn fairly and whose direction had not so
generously responded. had shown they would pay off without

di fficultyo.

Changes

Over the last 100 years there have been many changes in the
KempseyShire. The population of the Shire have increased
remarkably from approximately 11000 people in 1922 to the latest
census showing there are now 30,688 people living in the Shire

In 1922 Kempsey was the main centre between Taree and Grafton.
There were small villages on the coast like Port Macquarie and Coffs
Harbour. People travelled from many of these little villages to shop
and be entertained in Kempsey.

Kempsey was then surrounded by farming communities. Today
there are many more populated villages witla diverse range of
employment.

A visit to Sydney was mostly by train, as the roads were narrow,
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windy and somewhat dangerous. Few people could afford to own a
car. Train travel had come to Kempsey just five years prior, in 1917.
Now, in 2022, with the Padic Motorway, a trip will be under 5 hours

by car.

Costs and Donors 1922

| have calculated a comparison of costs then and converted it to
present day dollars. Based on the then average wage, one pound
then is worth $71 today.

Costs: building contractor $422,450, architect $15,904, Candlesticks
$5,538. Total cost was approximately $710,000

At the opening there were still outstanding debts. The Contractor
was owed $40,825 and other expenses totalled $259,008

The Diocese contributed $35,500.

On the opening dg, the plate was passed around with over 150
attendees donating. The three top donors were Bishop Carroll, Mr
J. M. Brosnan and Cr W. OO0OMear a
pounds, the equivalent of $10,827

The Construction

The foundation stone was laid in Jauary 1922 and this building was
opened 7 months Il ater in July.
entering the main hall one real
The roof towers above, constructed of Oregon supports and girders.
The supports, which are eautifully designed, rest on wrought stone

pillars. The lining of the ceiling is of Baltic pine which contrasts nicely

with the dark timber of the supports.

The floor area is 70 ft by 40 ft to where the altar rails were. Within
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this area there is seatingor a congregation of 800.

The stainedglass windows over the entrance were dedicated to
George Ptolemy after his mother, Mrs George Ptolemy, donated
them to the new Church. Private George Ptolemy (31 years of age)
was killed in action in World War 1 in Picardie, France on 20 May,
1918.

On opening day in 1922 there were 2000 people in attendance. Half
the population!

Thanks

I would like to thank Father Foster for the invitation to be with you to
share this special centenary of our Church of All Saints.

To conclude: During the High Mass on that opening and dedication
day, Doctor Carroll, Bishop of Lismore remarked the church
beautiful, as a gift to God, but it would never have its perfect beauty
until it was free from debt. | have been told the building nowhas

perfect beauty! Marrungbu, thank you.

Leo Hauville,

Mayor, Kempsey Shire Council.

35



36

MEMORIES ofaChilY w, { ¢! [

[ ' wYQ{

{hb



37

o

MEMORIES of a Chil@RACE HARMAN

N S

Grace Harman wrote
Oly O2YS IyR LINXBe& I yhR houdel$tysRIsoll A Y S
Amazing because you can forget about all your sirns.



most about owe
AU Saints Catholic
Chuwech is.....

it & WES e A Alpide. f:f AL/& ﬂy‘:ﬁ,ﬁ!

@

38

. The f?ﬂ_-’ﬂv{:d—ffv /J rveal”  pen el /‘) OALALT ¢ O 1

MEMORIES of RITA SINCLAIR

il Lobon  Ldbian T e F"‘(;?/ Thire,

ﬁ,&.@ z/;mé.f/y ri-Lq,\_(;{’_, . w"fH/C,.{‘D/}'?f;j P,

ﬁl’f”g”j fVL.:@. ,gr,L Al L d gﬁ; Pt

Vi g;m.rm-c/m’w;&/ 2;/6’/ { o1l d A@/@ , | |
o T Lpne _/ﬁia,g,w A}g,}%/%’..." A K/{dwwﬁﬂﬁm
23/ o 5 ylartd ool Lo Ao -‘?—-457
,xh'f /f’_ @-fwﬂ% {'f//}r/f’{""\lﬁ/v 7 %6(_
’"//Lfﬁ% X;Z’ rs ;’Hf;—/ O dtnCly - jif/cjl_g_ﬂ
Atg [Llten Chn I oo 8. ezypﬁ Seat
e Mﬂfﬁ_y Cie, 55’7fm 50

@, % Soad CLA ‘R



MEMORIES of THERESE RUSSELL (FETTERPLACE)
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MEMORIES of JERRY Van Der VEER

My : /cwoaute memoiy

and what T like | Y‘A
most about owv A
AW Saints Catholic Haa B

- Jerry van der Veer

When | first entered ALL SAINTS Kempsey in1949, | was situck by the fact thatin
the front half of the church every pew was filled by an enfire family such as o
" pew of Kings, a pew of Purcells, a pew of Hurdens, a pew of McCuskers and so
farth and of course my family made It o pew of van der Veers,

My eldest brother. Fr. Abel, at that ime parish priest of Mareeba Gld. wos here
on a holiday break round 1972, My kids had not really met him belore. this but
we infroduced him as Uncle Abe! when he amived wearing his holiday gear. Two
doys later Abel celebrated the Sunday Mass here in All Sainis. My Son Lyle,
about & years old, could not contain himself and yelled In an enormously loud
volce “what's.Uncle Abel doin’ up there dressed up like God for?lt”

When we mentioned o Fr. Perry that Dawn and 1 woutd soon be marmied 25 years
he stated that, in the {ight that so many mardages do not last, we should do
something to celebrate the milestone. $o on TUESDAY 28t APRIL 1987 at the 7pm
Mass Dawn and | renewed our wedding vows. No sooner had Fr. Peny
pronounced us Man and Wife than the thunderous crash-hang of fireworks burst
forth from the Kempsey Show.

One of my favourite memories was during the ordination of Fr. Colin Rhelnhardt.
The cholr and organ were sfill in the loft then and the acousfics were such thet
one could here one's own voice fravelling olong one sidewall and return by way
‘of the other. And on that day my vocal cords must have been in fop condition
because | heard them loud and clear. [reckon ihe angels must have been
singing with me.
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MEMORIES of CLARE Van Der VEER

My favowdte memoy
and what T like i «\A}
most about owr 1 @ |V
AW Saints Catholic raa B

My first recaolleclion of ALL SAINTS, Kempsey was during the fime | boarded at the
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convent, i was given the charge, ‘after school and Saturday mornings, to help.
the sisters clean the candlesticks, wash and polish the floor in the sanctuary. The
Sisters would place kesh flowers on the alter and the linen cleth Hed to the inslde
cf the altar rails. would be changed for a fresh one.

i remember when the statue of our Lady of Falimo was brought to our parish, A
speclal extension was added 1o Our Lady’s pedestal, a bolt of blve satin was.
pleated and arranged behind the stalue, an abundance of flowess and candies
made a beauiiful and Impressive display. A wonderdul. memory.

The boarders altended Mass each morning and if there were no altar boys fo
serve, the hoarders would clte the Lafin responses during that Mass. On Sundays
the boarders would altend the ecrly Mass, then cgain at 16 am (after breakfasf)
And in the evening Benediction. At that time Benediction was also held on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

it was the first fime | have ever witnessed a High Mass con-celebrated in Latin
.by 3 priesis with appropriate chants, pomp and ceremony. Very impressive.

The first Holy Communion Masses were a lovely speciacle. Flower ghls would
enter the church spreading petals on the ficor. They were followed by the
communicants, the girls all dressed in white and looking angelic. The hoarders
had a good view of the procession us they were singing In the cholr, then
stationed in the ot

My parents Henry and Daisy Powick were married in ALL SAINTS, as were Gordon
and lurtene Malney. In 1956 | manied Peter Malney here. Alf of our chifdren were
baplized here glving me many wonderful and iovely memories of this bequtiful
church, All Saints. Catholic of Kempsey.

Clare Powick-Malney -van der Veer



MEMORIES afPARISHIORE

My favowdte memory
and what T like

most about owr

AU Saints Catholic

et \N\O-N\A\ Ueans fhene waa The Gathalic Women S
Clob" we L\cwfa awdew hties, (oncerts [‘ke this
one held wn 4he  Choch Hall for Ghnstaas 16G81-

I Hhis f))mfo theve are Many of us —
Novma Cogper Gilpon Rasten Freda .. Holeew Millars
/ -
Wy Henshaw /V?a(gard Fa‘#ersam/ Sheda Fisher,
{ /

.
No leen lompsovt.

43



MEMORIES of JUDY BRADY

The Al Saints Catholic Church, Kempc;ey, has been such a Iaig port
of my Fomilies lives. We have experienced many happy and sad
times within the walls of this wonderful old buildina but with every
event, this buiding has provided a haven For FaithFiled, community
rich and loving memories.

My First ever visit was the First Holy Communion of my husband's
nephew more than 35 years ago. We hod st moved bock. to
Kempsey and olthough my huskband grew up here, it was my First
Mass here. From the moment | sat in the pew near the side
entrance, from then on my usuoal seat, | Lell in love with this amazing
building But more than just the Four walls, | was Filed with the joy
of community, the Faith ond the love ol the people who prayed
with me that day.

There have been many Weddinﬁs, Furerals, Baptisms and
Sacraments each which hold a gpecial Place g my hear+t. Walkina
down the disle myselt on my dads orm only weeks before he
passed away with him saying to me, this church is taking my breath
away, adlways brings a smie to m foce. The Baptisms of my
chidren and gran chidren and all of their sacraments, watching
them AHlar serve ond each one ofF my grondchidren being Baby
Jesus at the Chidren's Christmas Eve Mass and my dauﬁh+er and
son in law's Weddinﬁ are just to hame a few.

This buildin@r our beloved Church is more than just a venue to
celebrate our Faith it is a part of our Faith journey and one | hope
will continue for many years to come.

Judy Brady
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MEMORIES of JENNIFHEE
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MEMORIES 6fELENCOUNIHAN
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Tom and Helen married7 October 2009

L to R Jessika & Ashley (Grandchildren),
| St Sys ¢2YZ CFGKSNI t I dz
brother Edward

Outsidethe Church

Helen, Tom and Father Paul Gooley
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MY FAVOURITE MEMGRXTRICK HANRAHAN

ot g D e an

My favourite memory from the Kempsey All Saints Catholic Church was the six years serving as
an altar boy from 1968 to 1974. In those days the altar boys were recruited from the boys who
attended St Paul’s College which I attended from Year 5 in 1968.

We were trained at St Paul’s College in how to serve during the Mass and we wore red and white
robes with red slippers, which were Rept at the Church. Getting a pair of slippers to fit was a
challenge. The fun part included ringing the large bell at the back of the Church ten minutes
before Mass started using the dangling rope. The sheer weight of the bell could lift you metres off
the ground. There were also the altar boy larrikins too, who on occasion would loosen the nuts on
the small bell rung during Mass so that it would fall apart when rung. Thankfully that trick was
not played on me, but I checked that bell before every Mass I served.

The altar boy role was very important to assist the Priest in the celebration of the Mass and you
felt special as you would light the candle in the red cover each Mass to signal that God was now
present. The altar boys developed great friendships in working as a team as three or four were
needed for the Sunday services. The highlight of the year for the altar boys was the altar boys
picnic day at the beach at the end of the year while all the other students had normal school.
That made everything worth it!

After a stint doing Sunday Masses, I chose to serve during the week either
on Friday afternoon Mass or Saturday morning Mass, which you did as a
lone altar boy with the Priest. The altar boys back then also served at
Sfunerals and the Priest would seek out available altar boys and most
would be happy to volunteer on a school day. I remember I got to do a lot
of Saturday funerals with Father Kelly as I did not play team sports but
played golf so could be available when needed. Father Kelly and I formed
a good funeral team on Saturdays back then even though it was never a
happy event.

These are the favourite memories for me at Kempsey All Saints Catholic
Church.

Patrick Hanrahan
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MY FAVOURITE MEMGRMERESE HANRAHAN

My favowute memoy

and what T like 1 i
most about owt . o
AU Saints Catholic

Chuwich is....

My favourite memory when I was young was of my First Holy Communion Day especially
the beautiful hiymn “O Mary Mother Sweetest Best” and every time I hear it I am reminded
of that special day. I also fondly remember the First Communion Breakfast in the parish
hall organised by the Sisters of Mercy where we were seated at long tables and a plate of
cakes &L slices was placed in front of each of us and my sister & I couldn’t believe that we
got to eat the whole plate ourselves!

Another favourite memory when young was attending Sunday Mass with my parents and
siblings and then after Mass catching up with all the relatives under the very large tree that
used to be out the front and our group was always the last to leave the Church on Sundays!

What I like most about All Saints Church now is the great friendships I have made with
other parishioners (and Tr James) and the special feeling of belonging with the whole
community of the Church. Also Knowing that I can call on so many of my Church friends if
I need help in any way or extra prayers for some special need.

g ikg Therese Tedd (nee Hanrahan)
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MY FAVOURITE MEMGRAIL CARTER (nee HANRAHAN)

My favowute memory

and what 7 like i e
most about owr |
Al Saints Catholic
Chuwech is....

My favourite memory when I was young was of the visiting missions
held in Al Saints Church and we could buy Rosary Beads and holy cards.
I still have one of those cards of Saint Gerard Majella which I gave to
my mother for Easter.

What I like best about All Saints Church is the
opportunity to meet old and new friends as well as
extended family. And I was married in All Saints
Church on Saturday 15" November 1980, the same
Church where my parents Kath I Jim Hanrahan
were married on 19 May 1951. Gail Carter (nee Hanrahan)




MY FAVOURITE MEMOBENNY SYMER (nee GALVIN)

My Nana Vera Galvin's 90th
Birthday is my favourite memory.
and wheat T Lfe b Veronica Galvin's (nee Purcell)

My favowute memowy

milestone was recognised with

most about our family and friends attending the

Al Seaunts Catholic Saturday evening Mass celebrated
2 e by Fr Peter Perry on 26th October,
(..f/ll('(('/l {s....

1985. This was followed by a
Birthday celebration in the parish
hall attended by Vera's sister Mary Ryan and brother Jack Purcell as well as Vera's children Jack Galvin,
Dorothry Anderson, Frank Galvin, Ron Galvin oI Clare Alexander and many grandchildren and friends.

Jenny Symer (nee Galvin)

=] .("‘. -
VERA WITH DAUGHTER DOROTHY LISTENING TO GEOFF ADAMS (MC)

KATHRYN & FRANK FOGARTY WITH JIM & KATH HANRAHAN &
MARIE GALVIN.

NORMA COOPER, SUE KEAST & PAT GALVIN
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MY FAVOURITE MEMGRXUL AND MARGARET SHERIDAN

Our family have enjoyed a long relationship with All Saints Catholic Church.
My husband , Paul's father and mother, Philip and Connie Sheridan were
married at the Church in 1936. Paul and | were married by Father William
O'Hare in the Church on 7th September 1963. Our eldest son Patrick and his
wife , Kerrie were also married in the Church in 1996. We have 4 children
who have all been baptised and received all the sacraments in the Church as
we did. Paul and | and our children all attended St Joseph's Primary

School. We look forward to enjoying our community for years to come. Paul
and Margaret Sheridan
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MY FAVOURITE MEMGRETER SCOTT

My favowute memovy
and what T like . ﬂ
most ahoul oun roe®s 2 ,\i
All Saints Catholic ”f} J
Church és.... W,
"'@L

This and now 100 year old Clinch fhias created many wonderful good times and
memovies for my family and anceszons as they passed down through the years, with
many baptisms. firre commumions. confirmazions. weddings and funenals, all an
impovzans pare in owr family Gfe.

My wife Dich recerved all of herchildhood sacraments fieve in this Clunch as she
aztended St Joseph s primary school. My childhood sacraments werw at the Smithzonmn
pansh as I azzended the Smithizorwn comvens school with FrThomas Momis the Ganish
@®nest.

Icame tolive in Kempseywhen Iwas fifteen aftermy parents finished dairy farming.
Tvich and Iwere mamed i AW Saints Clunch in 1965 wherw ourchilden received
theirchildhood sacraments and zwo of them wer also mamed in this Cluch.

One of mymosz memornble family sacramenzs was the baprism of our youngest son
Matzherw i October 1959. Fr Gezer ®enry suggested that ke would baprize Mazzhew
dumng the Satwday
nighs Mass and this
was emoyed §yall
the parizhioners who
artended the Mass -
and no homily
required:

®eter Scott Movons

Trish & Peter Scott with Matthew, Sarah, An&ew& Ben
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MEMORIES OF MARY JOSEPHINE GRIMALDI

Jesephine Mainey and Nine Grimaldi mavied on 19
Qecemben 1959 at AWl Saints Calthelic Chunch Kempaey
Thene began the infegralien o we veny dijpenent gaumilies
and cullunes, which was fainly wwheand ef i avamall couwnliuy

Aten theinv wedding the blue eyed Tuish Cathelic ginl jrem the
Macleay Valley stanted a new lige in Sydney with hen stheng
accenled Tlalion husband.

They had fewu childnen tegethen and wised them with the
expenienced of both Austalicwn cify and cowntuy living,
alengaide the injluences of Ttalion Henilage.

Jeaephine was a sleng weman thal werked veny hand i
many digtenentl pesiliens in hev lijgelime. Tw latev yeans
Jeaephine was empleyed
al Palicument heuse in
Sydney.

Ghe became the finat female
attendant te be appeinted
un the Cowen House e}
Representalives, o majov
achievementl fev wemen al
14yeany oy sewice in 2004.




MEMORIES OF NOELINE and PHILIP REILLY

Neeline and Philip attended Gt Jeaephs Prumany Geheeol Kempaey
legethen from the ages of 10.

Thein puiendship and remance began when they wene jusl 17 al the
Cathelic Debulante Ball.

Qn 23" Apnil 1962 they were manied at AL Saints Cathelic Chunch
by the Rev Fathev Pascal @ Hallenan (a st cousin e Philip’s fathen
Brendan Reilly). TUwas a beaulipul day thal has sleed the Teal of
lime.

Neeline's panents Williawm Gorden and Mawy May beller knewn as
Melly Mainey had a lange foumily ef 12 children. Tew of thein
childrien wene mavuied al All Gainls. One of the childwen Little Myua
tuagically died ab the age e} 7 ene week ajtev she made hen finst
cemmunien. Such a tevible said time ov the pamily.

Apten Neeline and Philip mawviage they made thein heme in Gydney.
slayed at heme te cane o thein 5 children . Ghe latev cavuied en the

T 1992 the couple relwuned

e the Macleay and buill o

u Geulhy Weat Recka. They

have recently celebrated theiy
60™ Wedding Annivernsauy

and have had a leng and happy
stheng.
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MEMORIES OF AUDRY AND BILL BLEWITT

My favowdte memory
and what T like
most about owr

;ﬂﬁu%jj{ T 6@ ?M«_az



A

Bill Blewitt Married Audry Bowen 23 July 1960 by Fher Anthony Hoade
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Tony Blewitt married
JacquelinePittard,

7 March 1998

Baptism of Kai.

Kai is with big sister Keri and Mum Jacqueline & Dad Tony.



MY FAVOURITE MEMGRYSANNAH CAVANAGH

All Saints Catholic Church and Convent
Christmas Postcard sent to Susannah Cavanagh from son Desmond Cavanagh.

Susannah Chapman married Charles Cavanagh 29 March 1910 in the old All
Saints Church

The Catholic Precinctl(¢ R) Old All Saints Church, New All Saints Church
opened July 1922, Belfry Taw, Conventand 0 W2 ASLIKQa { OK2 2 f
around 1928 from near the Railway Station)
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