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This booklet has been prepared to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church, South West Rocks, and is available for download in PDF format.  

The memories, photographs and historical materials included in this booklet have been generously shared by 
parishioners and members of the wider Catholic community.  

They reflect personal recollections together with historical material carefully compiled from those contributions.  
While the Centenary Committee, the Macleay Valley Catholic Parish and the Diocese of Lismore have taken 

reasonable care in curating and presenting this material, they do not warrant that all information is free from error 
or omission. The content is provid ed for general interest and historical purposes only and should not be relied 

upon as a definitive or complete record.  
To the extent permitted by law, the Centenary Committee, the Macleay Valley Catholic Parish and the Diocese of 
Lismore accept no responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information 

contained in this booklet.  
Some photographs and materials are reproduced from historical sources and may be subject to copyright held by 

third parties. If you believe any material has been used without appropriate permission or attribution, please 
contact the Parish so that it can b e reviewed and, if necessary, corrected or removed.  

The Centenary Committee gratefully acknowledges and thanks all those who contributed photographs, stories, 
memories, and archival materials.  

Acknowledgement is also made to the following sources:  
 ˾The Macleay Chronicle  
 ˾The Macleay Argus  
 ˾The Port Macquarie Express  

-  Extract from  The Landers Family History  

 ˾The 2014 Macleay Valley Catholic Parish publication   
   The History of the Catholic Church in the Macleay Valley celebrating 150 years of the Kempsey  
   Parish  -  Bruce Cain   
 ˾The Centenary Committee,  ¸ÙdµÆÙ×ÎÈÐ̃Ød¸ÒÎÙÍÙÔÜÓdµÆ×ÎØÍd¨ÊÓÙÊÓÆ×Þdu||z1˾986 Booklet    
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 On the Celebrations of the Centenary of Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church South West Rocks, 21 June 2026 

A Message from Bishop Greg Homeming  OCD   6th Bishop of Lismore Diocese 

Father Paul Gooley, Vicar Forane, -  Homily 
  ( As Bishop Greg was unwell, Father Paul Celebrated the Mass along with Father James Foster) 

Address of Annette Lawrence, Deputy Mayor, Kempsey Shire Council 
    ( As the Mayor of the Kempsey Shire Council had another engagement) 

A message from Father James Foster PP , Macleay Valley Catholic Parish 

(II)  



  

Centenary of Our Lady Star of the Sea, South West Rocks.  
The original church of Our Lady Star of the Sea is on Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel. It is 
more commonly called Stella Maris. It is part of a large monastery containing the cave of 

the prophet Elijah. The chapel of the cave which is within Our Lady Star of  the Sea is 
revered by Christians, Jews and Muslims. This place of prayer is one of two places on Mt 
Carmel which brings together the three main monotheistic religions, as such it is a place 

where communities which are so often opposed to each can pray tog ether.  
The Carmelites were expelled from Mt Carmel during the advent of Muslim rule in the 
Holy Land. They went to Europe and from 1252 their monasteries have been places 

where communities gather for prayer.  
Our Lady Star of the Sea in South West Rocks is a place where the community gathers for 

prayer and Mass. It is a focal point in this part of the Lismore Diocese. For a 100 years 
people whether Catholic or not have joined hands in friendship and worship. In  my brief 

time as bishop  I have experienced your hospitality and love. The generosity and love 
which the Gospels exhort is abundantly evident.  

I congratulate you as you record memories of those 100 years, and pray that this is only 
the beginning.  

 
Bishop Greg Homeming OCD  

 

A Message from Bishop Greg Homeming  OCD   Bishop of Lismore Diocese  

(III)  



 

  

Father Paul Gooley , Vicar Forane, -  Homily  

Father Paul Gooley and 

Deb the snake  

(IV) 



     
           to the congregation gathered at the Centenary Celebrations  

 

  
What a lovely morning we have had here today. Thank you for a beautiful mass and for Father Paul for your commentary 

and teaching me some new things I did not know.   

I now want to begin by acknowledging how special it is to be here with you today on Dunghutti Country,  and to pay my 

respects to Elders past and present.  

®Ù̃ØdÆd×ÊÆÑdÕ×ÎÛÎÑÊÌÊdÙÔdÇÊdÍÊ×Êd×ÊÕ×ÊØÊÓÙÎÓÌdÙÍÊd²ÆÞÔ×dÆÓÉd°ÊÒÕØÊÞd¸ÍÎ×Êd¨ÔÚÓÈÎÑpd®dÜÔÚÑÉdÑÎÐÊdÙÔdddÆÈÐÓÔÜÑÊÉÌÊdÒÞdËÊÑÑÔÜd

councillors here today Councillor Julie Coburn and Councillor  Noel Selby(pause)  as we celebrate 100 years of Our Lady 

Star of the Sea Church.  

Reaching a centenary like this is no small thing. It speaks to decades of commitment, care, and community and to all of you 

who have helped keep this church strong over generations. For me personally, today is quite meaningful.   

As a child I grew up going to Sunday school, and I often reflect on how much that shaped the values I carry with me today 

things  like kindness, respect, looking out for others, and a strong sense of community. Those lessons stay with you, and 

you see them reflected in places like this.   §ÊÈÆÚØÊdËÔ×duttdÞÊÆ×ØpdÙÍÎØdÈÍÚ×ÈÍdÍÆØÓ̃ÙdÏÚØÙdÇÊÊÓdÆdÇÚÎÑÉÎÓÌpdÎÙ̃ØdÇÊÊÓdÆdÕÑÆÈÊd

where life hap ÕÊÓØrd®Ù̃ØdÜÍÊ×ÊdËÆÒÎÑÎÊØdÍÆÛÊdÈÔÒÊdÙÔÌÊÙÍÊ×dÉÚ×ÎÓÌdÙÍÊÎ×dÒÔØÙdÎÒÕÔ×ÙÆÓÙdÒÔÒÊÓÙØpdÇÆÕÙÎØÒØpdÜÊÉÉÎÓÌØp 

ËÚÓÊ×ÆÑØ̌d¨Í×ÎØÙÒÆØpdªÆØÙÊ×̌dÆÓÉdÊÛÊÓdÏÚØÙdÙÍÔØÊdÖÚÎÊÙdÙÎÒÊØdÔËd×ÊËÑÊÈÙÎÔÓdÜÍÊÓdÕÊÔÕÑÊdÓÊÊÉÊÉdÆdÇÎÙdÔËdÕÊÆÈÊrd¦ÓÉdËÔ×d

ÒÆÓÞpdÎÙ̃ØdÇÊÊÓdÆdÈÔÓØÙÆÓÙr  

¦dËÆÒÎÑÎÆ×dÕÑÆÈÊdÔÓdÙÍÊdÈÔÆØÙÑÎÓÊpdÔËËÊ×ÎÓÌdÈÔÒËÔ×ÙpdÈÔÓÓÊÈÙÎÔÓpdÆÓÉdÆdØÊÓØÊdÔËdÇÊÑÔÓÌÎÓÌpdÜÍÊÙÍÊ×dÞÔÚ̃ÛÊdÑÎÛÊÉdÍÊ×ÊdÞÔÚ×d

whole life, or are just passing through.   South West Rocks has such a strong sense of community, and this church is at the 

heart of th at.   

As Deputy Mayor, I see every day how important places like this are in keeping our communities strong and connected.   

¹ÍÆÙ̃ØdÜÍÆÙdÒÆÐÊØdÕÑÆÈÊØdÑÎÐÊdÙÍÎØdØÔdÎÒÕÔ×ÙÆÓÙrd¹ÍÊÞdÇ×ÎÓÌdÕÊÔÕÑÊdÙÔÌÊÙÍÊ×rd¹ÍÊÞdÍÊÑÕdÇÚÎÑÉdÈÔÒÒÚÓÎÙÞrd¦ÓÉdÙÍÊÞdÈ×ÊÆÙÊd

the kinds of memories and connections that last a lifetime.   ¹ÔÉÆÞdÎØÓ̃ÙdÏÚØÙdÆÇÔÚÙdÑÔÔÐÎÓÌdÇÆÈÐdÔÓduttdÞÊÆ×ØdÔËdÍÎØÙÔ×ÞpdÎÙ̃Ød

about rec ognising  the people who made it possible.   The volunteers. The parish members. The families. The quiet 

contributors behind the scenes who have cared for this church and kept it going, year after year. Without that dedication, 

ÜÊdÜÔÚÑÉÓ̃ÙdÇÊdØÙÆÓÉÎÓÌdÍÊ×ÊdÙÔÉÆÞr  

So I want to sincerely thank each of you, past and present  ËÔ×dÙÍÊd×ÔÑÊdÞÔÚ̃ÛÊdÕÑÆÞÊÉdÎÓdÕ×ÊØÊ×ÛÎÓÌdÙÍÎØdÛÊ×ÞdØÕÊÈÎÆÑdÕÑÆÈÊd

ËÔ×dËÚÙÚ×ÊdÌÊÓÊ×ÆÙÎÔÓØrd¦ÓÉd®dÙÍÎÓÐdÙÍÆÙ̃ØdÙÍÊd×ÊÆÑdÑÊÌÆÈÞdÔËdÙÔÉÆÞrd¹ÍÆÙdÙÍÎØdÈÍÚ×ÈÍdÜÎÑÑdÈÔÓÙÎÓÚÊdÙÔdØÙÆÓÉdÆØdÆdÕÑÆÈÊdÔËd

faith, support and community for the next 100 years and beyond.   

Congratulations  again to the Macleay Valley Catholic Parish community on this incredible milestone.   

Thank you for having me here today. It really is an honour to share in this moment with you all.  

 

Sending prayers and thoughts to the bishop      Thank you  
(V)  

Address of Annette Lawrence, Deputy Mayor, Kempsey Shire Council  
    TO the congregation gathered at the Centenary Celebrations  

 



         
Dear Parishioners and Visitors  

 

The moment has arrived to celebrate with great joy and thanksgiving 100 years of the Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic  

Church South West  Rocks.  This weekend we celebrate how the church has been an important part of the faith journey of so many people. 

Whether a person has lived here all their life, whether they come here regularly, or whether they have just been passing thro ugh  ˾this chu rch 

has been a place for nourishing the faith of so many people. No matter how big or small, no matter how strong or weak, no mat ter all the 

ÛÆ×ÎÔÚØdÈÎ×ÈÚÒØÙÆÓÈÊØdÙÍÆÙdÒÆÞdÇÊdÕ×ÊØÊÓÙdÎÓdÔÓỄØdÑÎËÊd ˾we are one on our journey walking together.  

We celebrate how the church has been part of the faith of each and every person who has  come in contact with this church. We gather to 

share and celebrate the memories and the  stories, but more importantly we celebrate the people who have and continue to make this  such a 

welcoming place for people to come and be uplifted with so many graces and  blessings.  

From this special place lives are changed for the better. Perhaps sometimes in ways people  ÍÆÛÊÓ̃Ùd×ÊÆÑÎØÊÉ or could ever have imagined. 

As we gather to celebrate the Eucharist, we  receive Jesus so that we may be strengthened and transformed. From here each of us goes  

forth to share that faith by being people of love: living gospels in our families, in our  neighbourhoods, in our workplaces and in our broader 

community. We are his hands and  feet in our community. And the fact this has been happening for 100 years is definitely worth  celebrating 

with great festivity.  

Time and again I hear people refer to Our Lady Star of the Sea Church as OUR CHURCH.  People speak of how special the sense of 

community is. This is also a regular comment we  receive from visitors. I have personally experienced this wonderful sense of community 

from  the moment I arrived in our parish in 2017. It is a place of love, welcome and hospitality. It is  more than a building. It is an encounter 

with the Divine and a place of peace and  refreshment.  

In the lead up to this historic occasion there have been a number of important renovations  and restorations. This has included the 

restoration of the statues of Jesus and Mary, the  deep cleaning and painting including sealing of the timber, the repair of the windows and 

the  restoration of the external signage including the image of Our Lady Star of the Sea. This  work was only possible because of the 

donations of many parishioners and we sincerely  thank you for your stewardship of this special place.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all those who have worked so hard to  make this such a momentous occasion, 

particularly the Organising Committee. Words  cannot express the gratitude we owe especially to Anne Adams (Chairperson), Michelle  

Whitehead (Secretary), Carmel Ball, Janice Cox, Brian Cox, Fran Pearce, Liz Picker and  Kelly and Thomas Sheen for their generosity and 

ÉÊÉÎÈÆÙÎÔÓrd®ÓdÆÉÉÎÙÎÔÓdÙÔdÙÍÎØdÜÊÊÐÊÓÉ̃Ød²ÆØØdÆÓÉ gourmet lunch; the Committee have organised  a book of memories; a slideshow  

presentation recalling key historic milestones in the history of the church, a commemorative  key ring and a Centenary Prayer Card. A 

special shoutout to Kevin Lewthwaite for all the  hours spent compiling the commemorative book and the slideshow.  I also extend our 

sincere thanks to our parish staff -  Therese Tedd, Donna Pearson,  Tony Jose & Robyn Gray. How blessed we are to have such good people 

working for and  giving of themselves so lovingly to our parish family. Special thanks also to all those involved  in various ministries at our 

Centenary Mass and all those who involved in the celebratory  lunch. We also give thanks for our Pastoral and Financial Council members 

for their  dedication to our community. To all the many, many people who have helped in any way to  make this celebration so memorable -  

thank you!  

May we all enjoy the celebrations!  

Fr James  

( VI)  

A message from Father James Foster PP as printed in the Parish Bulletin  
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  OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 

CATHOLIC CHURCH  

Viewed from McIntyre Street  

South West Rocks.  
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CENTENARY PRAYER 
O most Holy Heart of Jesus, we adore You, we love You,  

and we thank You for the gift of this church  
devoted to Our Lady Star of the Sea.  

Safe in the arms of Mary, Our  B lessed mother,  
we celebrate 100 years of  

faith and service in South West Rocks.  
 

Lord, look with love upon this  
sanctuary and our community.  

Bless all who have worshipped here and  
served You within these walls.  

Remember our founders and all who have gone before us  
and continue to draw people  to Your loving embrace.  

 

May Your church at South West Rocks  
remain a beacon of your compassion through  

faithful prayer, reconciliation, communion and outreach,  
now and for centuries to come.  

May we continue to be a welcoming and vibrant community,  
Living Gospels who share your love with future generations.  

 

We ask this in Your name, Christ, our Lord,  
and through the intercession of Your beloved mother,  

Our Lady, Star of the Sea.  
 

Amen
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  Top  ˾Setting the Foundation Stone for the 

South West Rocks Church.  

Right  ˾Inscription on Foundation Stone 

Laid 8 February 1925  
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STAR OF THE SEA  

Ave maria, a virgin and mother  
Fondly thy children are calling on thee  

Thine are the graces, unclaimed by another  
Sinless and beautiful, star of the sea  

 
Mater amabilis, ora pro nobis  

Pray for thy children, who call upon thee  
Ave sanctissima , Ave Purissima ,  

sinless and beautiful  Star of the sea  
Sinless and beautiful, star of the sea  

This Music  was found with several other old 

pieces among documentation from the Smithtown 

Parish. It had been hand written most likely by 

one of the Nuns of the Parish at the time.  

 

The Latin meanings are: -  

̆²ÆÙÊ×d¦ÒÆÇÎÑÎØ̇d ˾Mother most loveable  

̆´×ÆdÕ×ÔdÓÔÇÎØ̇d ˾Pray for us  

"Ave Sanctissima ̇d-  Hail most holy  

Ăve Purissima" -  Hail most pure  

 
The Tempo of the music is Alegretto Grazioso  

Which means Moderately and Gracefully  
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This extract was reported in the 
macleay chronicle newspaper  

14 april 1926  
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        Permission to erect the  Stations of the Cross  

        in ̆¸ÙÊÑÑÆd²Æ×ÎØ̇ Church  South West Rocks .  

In English, the document essentially states:  

The Bishop of Lismore, by the authority 

granted to him by the Holy See, grants Rev. 

Thomas O'Regan permission to erect and 

bless the Stations of the Cross in the church 

"Stella Maris" at South West Rocks. This is to 

foster devotion to the Passion of Christ  and 

to assist the souls in Purgatory. The 

permission includes all indulgences granted 

by the Popes to those who devoutly perform 

the exercise.  

The document is dated 8 December 1926 and 

ØÎÌÓÊÉdÇÞdÙÍÊd§ÎØÍÔÕ̃ØdØÊÈ×ÊÙÆ×Þrd 

A note at the bottom confirms that the 

Stations were duly blessed and erected.  

---------  

This is a  1926 ecclesiastical authorization 

from the Bishop of Lismore  granting Rev. 

Thomas O'Regan permission to erect and 

bless the  Stations of the Cross  in Stella Maris 
Church , South West Rocks, with all 

associated indulgences, and confirming the 

act was completed according to Church law.  
7 
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Short History of Stella Maris  

(The Apostleship of The Sea) in Australia  
 
  

           

Stella Maris (formerly The Apostleship of the Sea),  is the 
Catholic Churchõs ministry to seafarers around the world 

which officially started in Glasgow, Scotland in 1920.  
In Australia, it has a long history. In 1902, Fr Patrick May 

established a Conference of the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul which later became known as St Augustineõs 

Conference for Seafarers. In 1904, he addressed a 
congress of the St Vincent de Paul Socie ty in Melbourne 

and the members passed a resolution that òSeamenõs 
Conferences be established in all ports of call in Australia.ó 

Later, in 1922, Pope Pius XI approved the first constitution 
of the movement, known as Apostleship of the Sea. Initial 

work included visiting Catholic seafarers, providing them 
with literature and bringing them in contact with the 

Catholic priest. Praying for seafarers was a strong practice 
those days.  
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The Stations of the Cross  In Our Lady, Star of the Sea  Catholic Church, South West Rocks  
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    BISHOPS OF LISMORE  DIOCESE 
      Serving the South West Rocks Catholic community  

      since Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church was opened  

 

             

 

  

Bishop  
john joseph  

carroll  
 

appointed  
1910  ̧1931  

 
Second bishop of 

Lismore  
 

Bishop Carroll Laid 
the foundation 

stone and opened 
swr catholic church  

Bishop  
patrick joseph 

farrelly  
 

appointed  
1949  ̧1971  

 
third bishop of 

Lismore  

Bishop  
john steven 

satterthwaite  
 

appointed  
1971  ̧2001  

 
fourth bishop of 

Lismore  

Bishop  
 Geoffery hilton 

jarrett  
 

appointed  
2001  ̧2016  

 
fifth bishop of 

Lismore  

Bishop  
gregory paul 

homeming  
 

appointed  
2017.   

Bishop greg is the 
sixth and  current  
bishop of Lismore  
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Priests Appointed to the Smithtown Parish, who served the South West Rocks parishioners, 
since the opening of Our Lady Star Of The Sea Catholic Church in 1926. 

 
  Fr Thomas OõRegan   1918 ð 1941    Parish Priest  

Fr Patrick Joseph Farrelly  1924 ð 1927    Became Bishop of Lismore 1931  
Fr Charles John Smith   1931  
Fr Daniel Francis McGrath  1932 ð 1934    Relieved Fr OõRegan during his  

illness i n 1932  
Fr George Cranney    1934 ð 1935    Elected Patron SWR Surf Club Oct  

       1938 ð 1940     1936  
Fr Patrick OõMahoney  1940 ð 1942  
Fr Thomas Joseph Morris  1941 ð 1965    Parish Administrator/PP  
Fr John Christopher Relihan  1941     Relieved Fr OõRegan as Parish  

Administrator during his illness  
And subsequent death 1941  

  Fr John Joseph Dougherty                   Sometime between 1959 / 1966   
  Fr Stephen John Nolan   1965  
  Fr William OõHare   1966 ð 1972    Parish Priest  
  Fr Clement Patrick Dick   1971 ð 1972  
  Fr Edward Crowley    1972 ð 1984    Parish Priest from ô19 73  
  Fr Bernard Kenny    1984 ð 2012    Parish Priest  

 
Smithtown and Kempsey Parishes  officially  amalgamated on Sunday 14 July  201 3 

to become  The  Macleay Valley Catholic Parish   
 

  Fr Paul Gooley     201 3 - 2018      Parish Priest  
  Fr James Foster          2018   - Present     Parish Priest 



 

13 

           

 
                        

  Remembrance  Board  
 

of the Parish Priests  
 

of the  Smithtown 
Parish  

 
1886 - 2012  
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         Some Memories of Priests of the Smithtown Parish  
 

       Father Bernard Kenny 1984 -  2012  
 
                                         
 

 
   
                                                                      

 
 

                                                                              

Nicholas Cox  (Altar server)   
and Fr Kenny  

1995  

Fr Kenny  Early  1990½S 
Fr Kenny   - at his 

celebration of  his 80 th  
birthday  
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Newspaper article in the  
Port macquarie express  

3 august 2016  
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50 th  Anniversary of  
 Fr Kenny ½S ORDINATION  ̧

 23 Aug 2006 . 
The robe he is wearing  

was the robe he was ordained in.  
 it is known as a roman robe  

the Face and reverse of  
Father Bernard Kenny  

Golden jubilee Prayer card  
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          µ×ÆÞÊ×d¨Æ×ÉØdÔÓdÙÍÊd©ÊÆÙÍdÔËd«ÆÙÍÊ×d¹ÍÔÒÆØd´̃·ÊÌÆÓ 6 May1941  
  

                               
                                       
 

 
 
 

Prayer Card on the Death of Monsignor T Morris 28 Aug 1965  

 
 

Above - Two Prayer Cards  showing the Face and reverse of each.  
THE DIFFERENCE IS THE TEXT STYLE AND FR O½REGAN½S NAME IN CAPITALS 
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Fr Patrick joseph  Farrelly  (below left) , 
who  

became  The third Bishop of Lismore  
and   

fr Thomas joseph morris ,who  
Later became monsignor morris  

FATHER WILLIAM O½HARE 
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Father Edward Crowley  

Father Crowley shows his 
Presented   

crystal chalice  
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Father Joe Holloway  
assistant priest - macleay valley catholic parish  

distributing communion to parishioners at  
the annual cemetery mass - arakoon  

Father paul gooley  
parish priest  ̧

 macleay valley catholic parish  
(2012  ̧2018)  
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fr james FOSTER 
current Parish priest  since 2018  
macleay valley catholic parish  
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  Our Lady of Dolours Catholic Church  ˾Jerseyville  

The church w as sited on the northern bank of the Macleay River approx one 

kilometer  upstream of where the vehicular ferry crossed  (near the corner 

toward S W Rocks from the Turf Farm). In later years it was moved to Eungai 

Rail as a Catholic Church and has since been sold.  

¹ÍÎØdÕÍÔÙÔdÜÆØdÙÆÐÊÓdÎÓdÙÍÊdÊÆ×ÑÞdÙÔdÒÎÉdu}vt̃Ød 

Notice the modes of transport then  ˾§ÚÌÌÞ̃Øpd¨Æ×ÙØdÆÓÉd¨Æ×Ør  

South West Rocks parishioners attended  Mass here  prior to the SWR Catholic 

Church being built  and opened in 1925/26 .  
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     Memories by  Brian Cox  
             Sick Call Set and cabinet OWNED BY MARY COX IN THE 1800½S 

 
A sick call set  is a traditional, often crucifix -shaped, container kept in Catholic homes containing items for a priest  

 to administer the " Anointing of the Sick " (or Last Rites). It usually includes holy water, white candles, and a crucifix,  
and is used during times of  sickness,  to offer comfort, or prepare for death.  

 

                                 
  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Anointing+of+the+Sick&rlz=1C1UEAD_en-GBAU1169AU1169&oq=what+is+the+set+called+for+catholics+who+are+sick&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjMxNTk1ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTPd4Jl9nunJ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBXN3Qd_CV8pcKmM_PK1H376HPCpHSdchTwutbvlWYWwsfzR7U4QX7Es2ulWNZY5W62ae0YCAPP-jc0kSudTm5NqlhLAJFk7Gt5Gy9n0T7OsLNZq_CtvHxNGDxwLg73JtdChcn324RgEqm0bH2KcI0ndTyWCtNELtQxNqNotKNeqdc&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiByYmDs_OSAxUcT2wGHTCAMOQQgK4QegQIARAC
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Mr Frederick Cox  
1863  ̧1943  

(Father of Joan Cox (Lyons)  

Mr John Lyons  
1883  ̧1943  

(father of Victor Lyons)  

Elizabeth was the wife of Frederick Cox  
AND mother of the ten cox children who attended mass at south west rocks.  

 
Elizabeth had crocheted ninety percent of  a new lace cloth for the white gothic altar  

(the one used IN THE pre -Vatican two days) before her death  in may 1963.  
  

 Her friend, mrs kemp, very kindly completed it  

Elizabeth Cox  
27 Jan 1884  ̧17 May 1963  
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Cox Family 1924  

Ray, Thelma, Sarah (Minnie), Les, Ernest, Cecil, Joan, Edna and Kath,  
(Harry ð Absent)  

 

To attend Sunday Mass at South West Rocks, the family rowed across Spencerõs Creek 
 (near Jerseyville) and then walked  
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               Eucharistic Medal (Front and Reverse) belonging to Frederick Cox ð September 1928  
                   Frederick travelled to Sydney on one of the North Coast boats,  
                   from the Coxõs farm at Jerseyville, where he was the agent  

                   for the North Coast Steam Navigation Company. He attended  
                  the 29 th  International Eucharistic Congress and took part  

                  in the march from Villa Maria to St Maryõs Cathedral. Sydney  
                  
               ((ò there were between 500,000 to 750,000 in attendance. ò 

                As published in the Catholic Press (Sydney),  
                 Thursday 13 th  September, 1928,  

                      Reference :trove.nla.gov.au )) 
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  Claude Elliott & Kathleen Cox   

SWR Church 18 Nov 1942  

  Jim Downes  & Thelma  Cox   

Married in SWR Church  

26 December 1942  
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  Francis Harris  & Edna Cox   

Married in SWR Church  

4th March 1944  

Francis was supervisor of the 1970 ½s 
Renovations to the Church.  

 
In 1995 Edna bequeathed  $30,000 to the 

SWR Church. 

 

  Charles Osling  & Sarah Cox   

Married in SWR Church  

3rd  October 1945  

In 1981 Sarah bequeathed  $20,000 to the 
Bishop of Lismore to assist in the 

education of priests for the diocese  

 

 


